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ESS Technology Announces SabteReference DAC —
World’'s Best 32-bit Audio D/A Converter
with 135dB Dynamic Range

FREMONT, Calif., January 5, 2009— ESS Technology, a leading provider of high
performance audio/video solutions, today annourlcedaddition of two new SabfeReference
32-bit Audio DAC parts to its Vista™ family of highefinition audiovisual product line.

The Sabr& Reference DAC is an enhancement to the originaieSReference DAC that
has taken the audio world by storm since its intobidn in January 2008, through its superior
performance and jitter-free sound clarity made jpbssby the ESS patented Hyperstream™
architecture and Time Domain Jitter Eliminator.

Using an enhanced 32-bit Hyperstream™ architecttire, Sabr& Reference DAC
further extends the original Sabre Reference’s f&bit to 32-bit music and raises its mind-
boggling performance even higher to 135dB dynamawge and -120dB THD.

The Sabr¥ Reference DAC is available in two versions — t{89&18 8-channel DAC
supports mono, stereo, 4- and 8-channel output sjodbile the ES9012 2-channel DAC

supports stereo output. Each part integrates atigaithl SPDIF receiver, supports digital audio
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in PCM or DSD formats, features click-free soft myutolume control, de-emphasis, zero detect,

customizable filter characteristics and consumss tflean 100m\W.

Robert Wong, vice-president of marketing and wortbhwsales for ESS Technology,
said, “The Sabré Reference DAC is a perfect companion for the eingrg2-bit audio content
generated by music studios and DSP up-conversiogether with other ESS SaBfand Sabre
ADCs and DACs, audio enthusiasts can now enjoy enusth performance never before

possible. It is simply stunning.”

Both the ES9018 Sab¥eReference 8-channel DAC and the ES9012 SalReference
Stereo DAC are sampling in 64-LQFP package anagrat $39 in quantities of 1000.

The Sabr¥ Reference DACs will be demonstrated January 8,209 at the Consumer
Electronics Show in Las Vegas at the Hilton. Appmients may be scheduled by calling Wendy
Chafer at 510-492-1180.

About ESS Technology

ESS Technology, Inc. designs and markets high-pednce audio/video products for
the consumer market.

ESS'’s Vista" product line features high-definition solutionsclsuas the Phoenix and
Phoenix-Il series of HD-Enhanced DVD processors80p0 Video Up-converters, HDMI
transmitters, Sabre series of Hyperstr8anaudio digital-to-analog converters and other
products for digital television.

ESS’s Sabre Hyperstreathaudio digital-to-analog converter series, consistf Sabre
Reference and Sabre Premier, is the world’s first 8-channel audio DAC solutitm bring true
professional digital audio to the mass consumerehemtertainment market. Ti&abre series
has been designed into some the world’s most grest audiophile equipments, including Blu-
ray players, CD/SACD players, and A/V preamps.

ESS is headquartered in Fremont, California, aredR&D, sales, and technical support

offices worldwide. ESS Technology's web site adslisshttp://www.esstech.com.




